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Tiger Shroff Escapes
Unhurt After Firing
in Mumhai

MUMBAI

Wakeup telangana

Bollywood actor Tiger
Shroff escaped unhurt
after three motorcycle-
borne assailants allegedly
fired three rounds at his
car in Juhu. His driver sus-
tained injuries and was
hospitalised. Police
launched an investigation,
while an unverified social
media video claimed re-
sponsibility on behalf of
the Lawrence Bishnoi

gang.
> FULL REPORT ON | PAGE 4
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Tank Bund Dazzles as Thousands
Celebrate Saddula Bathukamma
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Modi, Shah and CEC Gyanesh Will
Pay Price for Vote Chori: Rahul

Gandhi joined the Congress's Goy Rakhon Yatra'in Margao, walking two kilometres with workers and leaders

MARGOA
Wakeup telangana

Congress leader and
Leader of Opposition in
the Lok Sabha Rahul
Gandhi on Sunday ac-
cused Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, Union
Home Minister Amit
Shah and Chief Elec-
tion Commissioner
Gyanesh Kumar of
being involved in al-
leged electoral malprac
tice, asserting that they
would face justice and
be held accountable for
what he described as
“vote chori”.

Gandhi made the re-
marks while participat-
ing in the Congress’s
‘Goy Rakhon Yatra’ in
Margao, Goa. He
walked around two
kilometres alongside
party workers and sen-
ior leaders before ad-
dressing a public
meeting.

“The entire country
knows that CEC Gya-
nesh Kumar imple-
ments ‘vote chori’ and

Amit Shah and PM
Modi back him,” Gan-
dhi alleged. He further
asserted that the Con-
gress would continue
its fight to protect the
Constitution and ensure
accountability for al-
leged electoral irregu-
larities.

“PM Modi, Amit Shah
and CEC Gyanesh
Kumar will face justice
and pay the price for
what they have done,”
he said.

Gandhi also expressed
concern over the treat-
ment of student pro-
testers, contrasting
India’s earlier reputa-

Jammu Police Charge Woman for
Sharing Secrets with Foreign Agents

SRINAGAR
Wakeup telangana

Police in Jammu have
launched a formal investi-
gation after registering a
case against a woman, a
Telangana native and wife
of an Army officer, ac-
cused of collecting and
sharing sensitive infor-
mation with foreign intel-
ligence operatives,
including individuals be-
lieved to have links to
China. According to PTI,
the accused allegedly used

artificial intelligence tools
including ChatGPT and
Claude to write analytical
papers on sensitive na-
tional security issues for
Chinese intelligence oper-
atives. The agency re-
ported that she undertook
an IT internship with the
United Nations in 2023
and was working as a
freelance researcher. Ac-
cording to official
sources, the woman —
whose identity was with-
held for security reasons
— was booked following
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allegations that she had
been in contact with for-
eign handlers and had
passed on classified or
strategically relevant in-

formation. She was not ar-

rested but questioned
following the registration
of the FIR and was co-
operating with the investi-
gating agencies, officials
said.

A report stated that the
accused was currently liv-
ing in Jammu with her
husband.

> CONTINUE ON | PAGE 4

tion for a world-class
education system with
the alleged use of pellet
guns against students.
He reiterated the Con-
gress’s commitment to
defending constitu-
tional values and demo-
cratic rights.

The Congress leader ar-
rived at Dabolim air-
port on Sunday
afternoon to participate
in the outreach pro-
gramme. He was ac-
companied during the
yatra by AICC Goa
desk in-charge Mani-
krao Thakare, co-in-
charge Dr Anjali
Nimbalkar, Goa Leader

of Opposition Yuri Ale-
mao and Goa Pradesh
Congress Committee
president Girish Cho-
dankar, among other
leaders.

The 27-day ‘Goy Rak-
hon Yatra’, led by Ale-
mao and Chodankar,
began on September 22
and concluded on Sun-
day after covering all
40 Assembly constit-
uencies in Goa.

The campaign focused
on protecting Goa’s
land, environment, cul-
tural heritage and iden-
tity. The Congress also
highlighted concerns
over land conversion,
alleged land grabbing,
unemployment, corrup-
tion and public safety.
With the 2027 Goa As-
sembly elections ap-
proaching, the party
aims to strengthen its
grassroots network,
mobilise public support
and bring local devel-
opment concerns into
the political debate.

Maharashtra
CEO Seceks
Changes to

Form 6

MUMBAI
Wakeup telangana

Maharashtra’s Chief
Electoral Officer (CEO)
has urged the Election
Commission of India
(ECI) to modify Form 6
so that voters whose
names were deleted
during the Special In-
tensive Revision (SIR)
can re-register without
declaring themselves
“first-time voters”. A
letter to the ECI states
that officials on the
ground are facing diffi-
culties in persuading
voters to sign Form 6,
which contains a legal
provision for punitive
action if the infor-
mation provided by ap-
plicants is found to be
false.

Last week, the Maha-
rashtra CEO’s office
sent a letter to the ECI
highlighting the diffi-
culties faced by elec-
tion officials in
persuading previously
registered voters to
use Form 6, which is
prescribed for new
voters. The form re-
quires applicants to de-
clare that they are
seeking inclusion in the
electoral roll for the
first time and that their
names are not included
in any Assembly

» CONTINUE ON | PAGE 4
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Indian Embassy in Saudi
Arabia Issues Safety
Advisory Amid Attacks

NEW DELHI
Wakeup telangana

The Indian Embassy in Ri-
yadh on Sunday asked its
nationals to take note of
and follow updated direc-
tives issued by Saudi au-
thorities for people
receiving emergency
warnings through the Na-
tional Early Warning Plat-
form for Emergencies
amid heightened security
concerns following strikes
by Iran-backed Houthi
rebels. The instructions —
which were shared
through social media plat-
forms — ask people to re-
main calm, follow official
directions and immediately
move to the nearest safe
place inside a building,
preferably an interior room
away from windows, until
the danger has passed.
People have been ad-
vised not to leave their
homes or buildings until
the danger has passed,
stay away from open
areas, windows and glass,
and avoid standing on bal-
conies or rooftops. Those
outdoors have been asked
to enter the nearest build-
ing or take shelter behind
a solid barrier. The instruc-
tions also advise people to
avoid crowds and danger-
ous areas and refrain from
taking photographs.
People who receive an
alert while driving have

Indian nationals
are urged to follow
emergency alerts,
seek shelter
indoors and
adhere to Saudi
authorities’
instructions amid
heightened
security concerns

been advised to pull over
to the side of the road,
away from bridges and
high-rise buildings.

The instructions say
people can call emer-
gency number 911 in the
regions of Makkah, Madi-
nah, Riyadh and the East-
ern Province in case of
any threat or danger, and
998 in the rest of Saudi
Arabia. People have also
been asked to follow in-
structions issued by the
competent authorities
through official channels.
The directives come amid
heightened security con-
cerns following drone and
missile attacks by
Yemen's Houthi rebels on
Saudi Arabia, including a
deadly strike on Riyadh's
King Khalid International
Airport on October 10. The
attack killed an Indian na-
tional and injured several
others, prompting the In-
dian Embassy to reiterate
its safety advisory.

Two Students Critical After MVSR Truss Collapse

NEW DELHI
Wakeup telangana

Besides Sonu Narayan
Das of MV SR Engineer-
ing College, Nadergul,
who died in the truss col-
lapse on Sunday, two
other students remained in
critical condition on Mon-
day. Doctors said they
were being treated in the
ICU of a private hospital
for lung and abdominal
injuries. The condition of
Meena Narayan Das,
Sona’s sister and one
among the 23 students
hospitalised, was improv-
ing, doctors added. Police

Jagan Regrets Supporting Law on
Election Commissioners” Appointment

NEW DELHI
Wakeup telangana

October 18: YSR Congress
Party (YSRCP) president
and former Andhra Pra-
desh Chief Minister Y.S.
Jagan Mohan Reddy on
Sunday expressed regret
over supporting the 2023
law governing the appoint-
ment of the Chief Election
Commissioner and other
Election Commissioners.
Speaking to the media
after meeting State Elec-
tion Commissioner Anil
Chandra Punetha, Reddy
demanded restoring the
earlier appointment sys-
tem, including the Chief
Justice of India in the se-

C
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lection panel.

He alleged that the exist-
ing process favours the rul-
ing government and called
for similar reforms in ap-
pointing State Election
Commissioners. He also
accused the TDP-led coali-
tion government of ob-
structing YSRCP
candidates from filing
nominations for upcoming
local body elections.

identified the event orga-
niser as PS Truss & Light-
ing. The firm’s office has
been shut and its person-
nel are absconding. The
owner, Mallela Saket, has
been listed as absconding.
Police also booked the
MVSR College manage-
ment in the case.

The case was registered
for culpable homicide and
causing death due to neg-
ligence under Sections
105 and 125(A) of the
BNS. Four workers who
installed the structure and
lighting have been de-
tained for questioning.
“We received a complaint

No State

NEW DELHI
Wakeup telangana

The Centre has flatly re-
jected a key demand from
Ladakh’s two principal
representative bodies—
the Leh Apex Body (LAB)
and the Kargil Democratic
Alliance (KDA)—to des-
ignate the proposed
Union Territory—level
elected institution as the
Government of Ladakh or
the Legislature of the
Government of Ladakh.
The refusal sends an un-
mistakable signal that de-
spite sustained public
mobilisation and repeated
appeals, the landlocked
Himalayan region is not
being considered for
Statehood or a Union Ter-

against the organiser and
college management for
negligence when the inci-
dent occurred within the
college premises. We will
take action as per law. A
special team has been
formed to arrest those re-
sponsible for death due to
negligence,” said Adibatla
station house officer M.
Ramesh.

Over 60 girl students
were injured when a truss
set up without safety
measures collapsed during
Dandiya celebrations at
MVSR College around
7.30 pm on Saturday. The
college had outsourced

the event to PS Truss &
Lighting and Electrical.
Of the 60 injured, 23 were
shifted to hospital while
others received first aid.
Though no arrests have
been made yet, police
booked a culpable homi-
cide case against the orga-
niser and college
management. Saket, de-
scribed as a freelance
event organiser, closed his
shop and is absconding.
Out of the 23 hospitalised
students — all girls —
two are critical with blood
accumulation in the lungs
and abdomen, spinal cord
and rib injuries, and mul-

tiple other injuries. They
are undergoing treatment
in the ICU at Yashoda
Hospital, Malakpet, Dis-
trict Medical and Health
Officer (DMHO) Ranga
Reddy, Dr. Kalyan Chak-
ravarthi, told. The two
students are being treated
for complications includ-
ing pneumothorax, hae-
mothorax and
hemoperitoneum. Of the
nine female students ad-
mitted to Yashoda Hospi-
tal, Malakpet, four are
likely to be discharged
soon, while three others
require another two days
of treatment.

Tag for Ladakh, Says Gentre

ritory with a Legislature.
Instead, the Centre ap-
pears intent on steering
Ladakh toward a sui ge-
neris administrative
model, stopping short of
granting full democratic
powers.

The political standoff be-
tween Ladakh’s leader-
ship and the Union
government widened this
week after the LAB and
the KDA rejected a
32-page draft proposal
shared by the Ministry of

Home Affairs (MHA). The
document, handed over
during a Sub-Committee
meeting in Leh on Oc-
tober 15, outlines a new
governance framework
for Ladakh—but falls far
short of the constitutional
safeguards and legislative
powers demanded by
local representatives.
According to the doc-
ument, the Centre has
ruled out granting State-
hood or a UT with Legis-
lature, instead proposing
a Sui Generis model—an
entirely unique admin-
istrative structure tailored
for Ladakh. One of the
key flashpoints is the
Centre’s refusal to accept
LAB’s proposal to name
the new elected institution

the Government of La-
dakh or Legislature of the
Government of Ladakh.
The MHA has also re-
jected LAB’s demand that
the head of the proposed
body write the Annual
Confidential Reports
(ACRs) of the Chief Sec-
retary.

Instead, the draft intro-
duces a new bureaucratic
post—Chief Executive
Secretary (CES)—to
serve under the head of
the UT-level body. “We
were told that the CES
will be an officer not
below the rank of Secre-
tary,” LAB chairman Cher-
ing Dorjay Lakruk was
quoted as saying by
Jammu newspaper Daily

» CONTINUE ON | PAGE 4
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Hyderabad water supply: HMWSSB plans
10 MGD Manjeera cut from December

HMWSSB plans to reduce Manjeera water supply by 10 MGD from December as reservoir levels decline ahead of summer. The Board is monitoring

Singur and Manjeera storage, operating emergency pumps and advising institutions to use alternative water sources where available

HYDERABAD
Wakeup telangana

The Hyderabad Metro-
politan Water Supply
and Sewerage Board
(HMWSSB) is planning
to reduce water supply
from the Manjeera
source by 10 million
gallons per day (MGD)
from December to con-
serve available re-
sources and prepare for
peak summer demand.
According to
HMWSSB officials, the
Water Board is cur-
rently drawing 71
MGD from Singur
against its scheduled al-
location of 75 MGD,
resulting in a shortfall
of 4 MGD. From Man-
jeera, it is drawing 44
MGD against the allo-

\:f #DMBAWD M?Tgigmm

WATER SUPPLY & SEWERAGE BOARD

cated 45 MGD, leaving
a deficit of 1 MGD.
Water levels in both
reservoirs have raised
concerns over their
ability to meet the city's
growing demand in the
coming months. Sin-
gur's water level stood
at 1,689 feet against its
full tank level (FTL) of
1,717 feet. Manjeera's
level was recorded at
1,642 feet against its
FTL of 1,651 feet.

“We expect water levels
in both sources to dip
significantly in about a
month. Keeping this in

view, there is a pro-
posal to reduce supply
by 10 MGD from the
Manjeera source,” an
HMWSSB official said.
The proposed reduction
could affect several lo-
calities across Hydera-
bad's western,
northwestern and north-
ern suburbs, along with
defence establishments,
industrial areas and Se-
cunderabad Canton-
ment, which depend on
the Manjeera supply
network.

Areas served by the
network include Kukat-

pally, KPHB Colony,
Pragathi Nagar, Miya-
pur, Hyder Nagar, Gan-
garam, Madinaguda
and Chanda Nagar. Er-
ragadda, SR Nagar,
Ameerpet, Sanath
Nagar, Moosapet and
parts of Begumpet also
receive water through
the network.

Industrial and periph-
eral areas, including Pa-
tancheru,
Ramachandrapuram,
Lingampally, Beeram-
guda and Ameenpur,
are among the other lo-
calities covered. Secun-
derabad Cantonment,
Ferozguda, Bowen-
pally, Hasmathpet and
Alwal are also served
by the system.
Meanwhile, HMWSSB
has advised resident

welfare associations,
defence establishments
and other institutions
not to depend entirely
on the Board's supply.
Officials have urged
them to utilise alter-
native water sources,
including rainwater har-
vesting systems.

The Board has been op-
erating two pumps at
emergency pumping
stations since the last
week of September. Ad-
ditional pumps will be
deployed as reservoir
levels decline, officials
said.

The proposed measures
are aimed at managing
available water re-
sources and ensuring
supplies during the
summer months.

BRS seeks Rs 1 crore compensation

for victims of Dandiya fest accident

HYDERABAD
Wakeup telangana

The BRS demanded Rs
1 crore compensation
each for the family of a
student who died and for
another who was criti-
cally injured in an acci-
dent during a Dandiya
night at MVSR Engi-
neering College in Nad-
ergul on Saturday night.
The party also sought
criminal action against
those responsible and an
inquiry into alleged
safety lapses.
Questioning the permis-
sions granted for the
event, for which entry
tickets were reportedly
priced at Rs 350, BRS
MLC Dasoju Sravan
asked how the Education
Department and police
had allowed a commer-
cial programme without
adequate safety arrange-
ments. He demanded
that the government
make public the written
permissions issued by

the departments and
identify the officials who
approved the event.

In a representation to
Chief Minister A Re-
vanth Reddy, the BRS
leader alleged that the
college had failed to en-
sure fire safety, crowd
control, first aid and
emergency medical fa-
cilities despite thousands
of students attending the
event.

Sravan demanded an im-
partial inquiry by a sen-
ior IAS or IPS officer
and criminal cases
against the college cor-
respondent, principal
and event organisers. He
also sought action
against officials found
responsible for granting

permissions. The de-
mands include Rs 1
crore compensation from
the college for the de-
ceased student’s family,
government ex gratia
and free advanced medi-
cal treatment for the in-
jured student.

He called for a review
of the college’s approv-
als and recognition, pen-
alties for institutions
violating safety norms,
and standard operating
procedures for cultural
events in educational in-
stitutions. He said those
responsible for the al-
leged negligence must
be held accountable and
justice must be delivered
to the affected families.

Avula Ravinder
Reddy Thanks
Women, Leaders
for Bathukamma
Success

The Saddula Bath-
ukamma celebra-
tions organized by
Balanagar Division
Former Corporator
Sri Avula Ravinder
Reddy garu near the
Balanagar Durga
Mata Temple are
going on in full
swing. Ravinder
Reddy participated
in the Bathukamma
celebrations, which
are a symbol of Te-
langana culture and
traditions, and im-
pressed everyone by
lifting the Bath-
ukamma. Women
participated in large
numbers and cele-
brated the celebra-
tions
enthusiastically.Spe
aking on the occa-
sion, former Corpo-
rator Sri Avula
Ravinder Reddy
garu expressed spe-
cial gratitude to the
women, BRS
women leaders,
local leaders, activ-
ists and the people
who helped in mak-
ing the Bathukamma
celebrations a suc-
cess. He said that it
is commendable to
collectively organize
such festivals to pre-
serve the culture
and traditions of Te-
langana and convey
their importance to
future generations.

Huge Arrangements
for Dasara Festival

In the shandy market in Navipet, sales of sheep

and goats reached around Rs 7 crores.

Kota Neelima Participates in Saddula Bathukamma
Celebrations at Balkampet Temple

HYDERABAD
Wakeup telangana

PCC Vice President and Sanath
Nagar Constituency Congress Party
In-charge Dr. Kota Neelima partici-
pated in the Saddula Bathukamma

ations.

a powerful symbol of Telangana’s
culture, traditions, self-respect and
the unity of women. She empha-
sized the importance of preserving
the festival’s rich heritage and pass-
ing its traditions on to future gener-

HYDERABAD
Wakeup telangana

Arrangements made for
Dasara celebrations in
Nizamabad and Kama-
reddy districts. Special
arrangements were
made in several tem-
ples, expecting a huge

celebrations organized by the gov-
ernment at the Balkampet Yellamma
Pochamma Temple in Hyderabad on
Sunday.

Upon arriving at the temple, Dr.
Neelima offered special prayers to
Goddess Yellamma Pochamma.
Temple Executive Officer Vinod
and the chief priests welcomed her
according to temple traditions.

She later joined local women and
Congress women leaders in the

Bathukamma celebrations held on
the temple premises. The venue
came alive with colourful floral ar-
rangements, traditional songs and
energetic dances as women enthusi-
astically celebrated Telangana’s
iconic flower festival.

Speaking on the occasion, Dr. Kota
Neelima described Bathukamma as

She noted that Bathukamma
strengthens bonds among women,
promotes family happiness and
fosters social harmony. She also ex-
tended her festive greetings to all
participants and called upon people
to celebrate Telangana’s cultural
identity with joy and enthusiasm.
Dr. Neelima prayed for the happi-
ness, good health and prosperity of
all people with the blessings of
Goddess Yellamma Pochamma.

crowd of devotees on
the auspicious day. The
Dasara festival will be
conducted on October
20, and people have al-
most completed ar-
rangements for the
festival. For the festival
celebration, liquor and
meat sales will reach
the peak stage in both
the districts.

Wine shops and restau-
rants make liquor avail-
able. Interestingly, in
the shandy market in
Navipet, sales of sheep
and goats reached
around Rs 7 crores.
Every Saturday, Navi-
pet shandy will be con-
ducted, and in view of
Dasara festival, around
12,000 sheep and goats

are sold out. The con-
sumers, traders and pur-
chasers from
Hyderabad, undivided
Adilabad, Karimnagar,
Warangal, and Medak
districts, and neigh-
bouring Maharashtra
state arrived in Navipet
in Nizamabad district
for Dasara festival
needs.

B. Mohan, meat shop
owner, said that a 10 kg
weight goat price
touched "16,000 in
view of Dasara de-
mand. ‘We are hopeful
that people will pur-
chase meat in large

quantities during the
festival’, he said. Mean-
while, readymade cloth
shops and saree centres
witnessed huge crowds
on the occasion. People
from rural and urban
areas rushed to the
shops to purchase festi-
val materials. Interest-
ingly, the families who
settled elsewhere in the
country are reaching
their native places to
celebrate Dasara festi-
val. Trains, TGSRTC
buses and private ve-
hicles witnessed huge
crowds of passengers.

Rotary Club Distributes 325,000 Worth of

Prizes at Bhongir Navaratri Celebrations

BHONGIR
Wakeup telangana

he Rotary Club of Bhuva-
nagiri Central distributed
prizes worth 325,000 to
winners of sports compe-
titions, quizzes and cul-
tural programmes
organised by Veera Shi-
vaji Youth at Meena
Nagar in Bhongir during
the Sri Devi Navaratri
celebrations.Gaddam
Gyan Prakash Reddy,
Chairman of Social
Media, Kakatiya Region,
participated in the pro-
gramme, which encour-

aged youth participation
and promoted cultural tra-
ditions.The prizes were
sponsored by Dr. M.
Buchi Reddy, head of K.P.
Bones Setting Centre, Au-
shapur, and Chairman of

Membership for the Ka-
katiya Region. The prizes
were presented by Dr.
Buchi Reddy, Assistant
Governor Fakir Kondal
Reddy, local councillor
Sudagani Saritha and
Veera Shivaji Youth
leader Sudagani
Raju.Former Rotary Club
presidents Jilalla Kondal
Reddy and M.D. Hanif
Memon, Club Secretary
Baddam Srinivas Reddy,
Gummula Mallesh, Nalla
Satyanarayana Reddy,
youth members and local
residents attended the
event.

Brace for alternate-day drinking water supply as Telangana crisis deepens

HYDERABAD
Wakeup telangana

Telangana could face drinking
water shortages in the coming
months as reservoir levels fall
and groundwater reserves de-
plete, prompting the govern-
ment to prepare contingency
measures for the period from
October 2026 to October 2027.
Parts of the State may face al-
ternate-day supply if the situ-
ation worsens, while shortages
have already been reported in
some areas.

The government has drawn up
an operational plan to reserve
available reservoir water for
drinking purposes, regulate irri-

gation releases and arrange
emergency pumping if water
levels decline further.

The plan comes amid concerns
that an El Nifio-related rainfall
deficit could intensify water
stress. The emerging situation
has also raised questions about
the preparedness of the au-
thorities despite earlier warn-
ings about declining water
availability.

Official assessments cited in
the report indicate a 71 per cent
deficit in Krishna basin reser-
voirs, with 78.5 TMCft avail-
able against a capacity of 270
TMCHt. Godavari basin projects
reportedly hold 96 TMCHt
against a capacity of 145.7

TMCHt, representing a deficit of
about 34 per cent. Singur reser-
voir, which has a capacity of
29.91 TMCHt, is also critically
low. The report estimates that
water levels in 40 per cent of
the State’s tanks are below 25
per cent of their capacity.
Hyderabad faces potential
supply pressures as well. Of the
14.5 lakh water connections
serving an estimated 1.3 crore
people in the metropolitan area,

around three lakh connections
could face shortages by De-
cember in areas dependent on
the Singur and Manjeera reser-
voirs, according to the report.

The government is preparing
nine alternative measures at an
estimated cost of Rs 57.55
crore. A separate proposal worth
Rs 84.14 crore envisages ad-
ditional pumping arrangements
at Singur to sustain supplies
under Mission Bhagiratha.

The State has prepared a proj-
ect-wise allocation plan to meet
drinking water requirements for
the next 339 days through grav-
ity-fed and lift schemes. Reser-
voir water will be prioritised for
people and livestock, while irri-

gation canal outlets will be reg-
ulated.

If water levels fall below dead
storage, officials are consid-
ering emergency motors and
special off-take arrangements to
draw water where technically
feasible. Authorities have also
been warned of strict action in
cases of negligence, leakage or
interruptions at Mission Bhagi-
ratha pumping stations and
power substations.

The plan covers 62 reservoirs
linked to Mission Bhagiratha
and rural water supply systems,
including 36 in the Krishna
basin and 26 in the Godavari
basin. Monthly withdrawal
schedules are being prepared.

Little Devotee
Celebrates
Saddula
Bathukamma
with Traditional
Festive Spirit

A heartwarming
glimpse of Telangana’s
cultural heritage
emerged during the
Saddula Bathukamma
celebrations, as a little
girl offered prayers be-
side a beautifully dec-
orated Bathukamma
floral arrangement.Sur-
rounded by colourful
flowers, traditional
lamps

and festive offerings,
the young devotee re-
flected the spirit of de-
votion and the rich
traditions of Telangana.
The celebration high-
lighted the importance
of passing cultural
values and festival tra-
ditions on to the next
generation.

Saddula Bathukamma
is more than a festi-
val—it is a celebration
of Telangana’s identity,
nature and wom-
anhood.
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Heritage Walk
Organised For 175
Trainee Officers

Around 170 trainee civil
services officers took
part in a heritage walk
organised by the de-
partment of tourism and
heritage on Saturday
coveriing the two his-
torical landmarks in city.
The walk began at the
iconic Charminar and
concluded at the Chow-
mabhalla Palace offering
the trainees insights
into the historical impor-
tance of the monuments
and their role in shaping
the cultural identity of
Hyderabad.

Prof. Arjun Rao Ku-
thadi, director, depart-
ment of heritage, stated
that Charminar and
Qutb Shahi Tombs were
precious jewels of Te-
langana, representing
the glorious history, ar-
chitectural achieve-
ments and cultural
traditions of the region.
He stated that protect-
ing and preserving
these monuments for
future generations is the
collective responsibility
of government depart-
ments, heritage institu-
tions and every citizen.
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Cyberabad Police Organise Cyber Dandiya
to Promote Cyber Safety Awareness

HYDERABAD
Wakeup telangana

Cyberabad Police orga-
nised “Cyber Dandiya”,
an innovative initiative
combining traditional cul-
tural celebrations with cy-
bercrime awareness to
promote safe digital prac-
tices and strengthen po-
lice-public relations.

The programme was or-
ganised under the leader-
ship of Cyberabad Police
Commissioner Dr M. Ra-
mesh, in coordination
with the Society for Cy-
berabad Security Council
(SCSC) and Cyberabad
Municipal Corporation
(CMC) Commissioner
Srujana. DCP, Cyber
Crimes, Pushpa coordi-
nated the event under the
guidance of senior of-
ficers.

Around 1,500 partici-
pants, including police
personnel, government of-
ficials, IT professionals,
women, youth and fam-
ilies, attended the celebra-
tions.

Addressing the gathering,

Commissioner Dr M. Ra-

mesh said the initiative
aimed to bring cyber
safety awareness closer to
the public through popular
cultural festivities. AL
tools, digital presenta-
tions, videos and practical
demonstrations were used
to explain cybercrime
methods and preventive
measures.

He cautioned citizens
against digital arrest
scams, investment and
trading frauds, phishing,
smishing, OTP frauds,
fake links and part-time
job scams. He advised
people never to share
OTPs, passwords, PINs or

banking details and to ver-
ify suspicious investment
offers before transferring
money.

The Commissioner urged
victims of cyber fraud to
immediately call the na-
tional cybercrime helpline
1930 and report incidents
through the National
Cyber Crime Reporting
Portal for timely action.
DCP, Cyber Crimes,
Pushpa said fraudsters
often exploited fear, greed
and trust to deceive un-
suspecting people. She
warned against suspicious
calls and video calls,
fraudulent investment
schemes, dubious links,

malicious APK files and
fake job offers. “Think
before you click and ver-
ify before you trust,” she
advised.

The celebrations wit-
nessed enthusiastic par-
ticipation, with energetic
Dandiya performances
complementing practical
cyber safety messages.

CMC Commissioner Sru-
jana, DCP (Administra-
tion) Annapurna, DCP
Lavanya, Kukatpally DCP
Rithi Raj, IPS, Traffic-11
DCP S. Seshadrini Reddy,
IPS, Serilingampally Zone
DCP Ch. Srinivas, IPS,
CAR Headquarters DCP
P. Sanjeev, other senior
police officers, SCSC rep-
resentatives, government
officials, IT company rep-
resentatives and members
of the public attended the
programme.

Cyber Dandiya success-
fully combined cultural
celebration with digital
awareness, reinforcing the
message: Celebrate safely
and stay safe in cyber-
space.

Bathukamma Celebrations Fill Kalakrut
Apartments with Floral Splendour

HYDERABAD
Wakeup telangana

The vibrant spirit of Te-
langana’s cultural heritage
came alive at Kalakruti
Apartments in Tarnaka,
where residents and
guests celebrated Bath-
ukamma with devotion,
enthusiasm and traditional
fervour.

The celebrations show-
cased the beauty of Telan-
gana’s iconic floral
festival, with women
gathering around colour-
ful Bathukammas, offer-
ing prayers and
participating in traditional
songs, dances and kola-
tam, creating a festive at-
mosphere filled with joy
and cultural pride.
Bathukamma, celebrated
over nine days, is one of
Telangana’s most cher-
ished cultural festivals.
Each day has its own tra-
ditional significance, with
women preparing floral
arrangements using sea-
sonal flowers and offering
prayers to Goddess Gauri
for the well-being, happi-
ness and prosperity of
their families.

The festival culminates in

Saddula Bathukamma,
when women assemble
with beautifully arranged
floral stacks to celebrate
their cultural heritage
through devotional songs,
rhythmic clapping and tra-
ditional dances.

At Kalakruti Apartments,
women dressed in vibrant
traditional sarees enthusi-
astically participated in
the celebrations. Beautiful
floral arrangements, devo-
tional singing and coordi-
nated kolatam dances
added colour and energy
to the occasion.

Residents and guests
joined the festivities
wholeheartedly, making

the celebration a mem-
orable gathering of fam-
ilies and neighbours.
Bathukamma holds a spe-
cial place in Telangana’s
identity, celebrating the
relationship between
women, nature, flowers
and spirituality. Beyond
its religious significance,
the festival strengthens
community bonds and
helps preserve folk tradi-
tions for future genera-
tions.

The celebrations at Kalak-
ruti Apartments reflected
this spirit, bringing
women, families and res-
idents together in a shared
expression of devotion
and cultural pride.

The enthusiastic participa-
tion of residents and
guests made the Bath-
ukamma celebrations at
Kalakruti Apartments a
colourful and memorable
occasion. The event high-
lighted how Telangana’s
rich traditions continue to
flourish in urban com-
munities. Bathukamma is
more than a festival of
flowers—it is a celebra-
tion of Telangana’s iden-
tity, womanhood, nature
and togetherness.

Towering Bathukamma Celebrations Mark

Saddula Bathukamma Festival in Lenin Nagar

HYDERABAD
Wakeup telangana

The vibrant spirit of Telan-
gana’s cultural heritage was
reflected in the Saddula
Bathukamma celebrations at
Lenin Nagar village in Ko-
muravelli Mandal of Siddipet
district, where Dasari Pedda
Narsing Rao Inti bathukmma
celebrated the traditional flo-
ral festival with devotion and
enthusiasm.A beautifully ar-
ranged Bathukamma, dec-
orated with colourful
seasonal flowers in multiple
tiers, stood as a symbol of
Telangana’s rich traditions,
women’s devotion and the
community’s deep connec-
tion with nature.Bath-
ukamma, celebrated over
nine days, is one of Telan-

gana’s most cherished cul-
tural festivals. Women ar-
range flowers in attractive
tiers, sing traditional Bath-
ukamma songs and partici-
pate in celebrations that
honour nature and the impor-
tance of flowers and water.
Saddula Bathukamma, ob-
served on the final day,
marks the culmination of the
festivities, traditionally fol-
lowed by immersion.

Pargi MLA TRR Pays Tribute to Banjara Leader Nenavath Dasya Naik

HYDERABAD
Wakeup telangana

Pargi MLA Dr. T. Ram
Mohan Reddy (TRR),
Chairman of the TPCC
Training Committee
(SIR), attended the statue
unveiling ceremony of
late Nenavath Dasya
Naik, a respected Banjara
community leader, at
Dasya Naik Tanda in
Kulcharla Mandal of Vi-
karabad district.

The MLA participated as
the chief guest and un-
veiled the statue along
with local leaders and
public representatives.
He offered floral tributes

to the late leader, com-
memorating his memory
and acknowledging his
place in the community.
The programme was or-
ganised to honour Nena-
vath Dasya Naik and

preserve his legacy for
future generations. The
ceremony brought to-
gether Congress leaders,
village elders, public rep-
resentatives, organisers
and members of the Ban-

jara community.

Following the unveiling,
the organisers and village
elders felicitated Dr. Ram
Mohan Reddy with a tra-
ditional shawl as a mark
of respect and apprecia-
tion for his participation.
They expressed their
gratitude to the MLA for
joining the community in
paying tribute to the late
leader.

The gathering high-
lighted the community's
commitment to honour-
ing its prominent figures,
preserving cultural tradi-
tions and passing on their
heritage to future genera-
tions.

Saddula Bathukamma Celebrated with Grandeur in R. Itikyala Village

MEDAK
Wakeup telangana

R. Itikyala, Regode Man-
dal: The spirit of Telan-
gana’s cultural heritage
came alive in R. Itikyala
village of Regode Man-
dal, Medak district, as
women and local res-
idents celebrated the tra-
ditional Saddula
Bathukamma festival with
devotion, colourful floral
arrangements and festive
enthusiasm.Women and
girls gathered in large
numbers, creating beauti-
ful Bathukammas with vi-
brant seasonal flowers.
Dressed in traditional at-
tire, they sang folk songs,

clapped rhythmically and
celebrated the occasion
with traditional dances,
filling the village with joy
and festive spirit.The
celebrations highlighted
Bathukamma'’s signifi-
cance as one of Telan-
gana’s most cherished

cultural festivals. The flo-
ral festival symbolises
women’s unity, together-
ness, devotion to nature
and the preservation of
the state’s rich tradi-
tions.The beautifully ar-
ranged Bathukammas and
enthusiastic participation

of village women added
colour and grandeur to the
celebrations. The gath-
ering also provided an op-
portunity for women to
strengthen community
bonds and pass traditional
customs on to younger
generations.Residents ex-
changed festive greetings
and extended their warm
wishes to all women and
families on the occasion
of Saddula Bathukamma.
The celebrations in R. Iti-
kyala reflected the endur-
ing importance of
Telangana’s cultural iden-
tity, with the village com-
ing together to honour its
traditions in a spirit of

harmony and happiness.

Towering Bathukamma Highlights Saddula
Bathukamma Celebrations in Kangti Mandal

SANGAREDDY
Wakeup telangana

The spirit of Telangana’s cul-
tural heritage shone brightly
in Kangti Mandal as Dug-
desh and Darji Ramesh pre-
pared a towering
Bathukamma adorned with
colourful seasonal flowers as
part of the Saddula Bath-
ukamma celebrations.Bath-
ukamma,

Telangana’s iconic floral
festival, is celebrated over
nine days with women ar-
ranging seasonal flowers in
beautiful tiers, singing tradi-
tional songs and offering
prayers to nature. On the
ninth day, known as Saddula
Bathukamma, the celebra-
tions culminate in grand fes-

tivities, followed tradi-
tionally by the immersion of
Bathukamma in local water
bodies.This year, however,
the celebrations are taking
place amid drought-like con-
ditions and a shortage of
water in local water bodies,
raising concerns about the
traditional immersion rituals.

Thalka Usha Shree Celebrates
Saddula Bathukamma

HYDERABAD
Wakeup telangana

Thalka Usha Shree,
Executive Committee
Member of KK Apart-
ments, celebrated
Saddula Bath-
ukamma, the grand
finale of Telangana’s
traditional floral festi-
val, on the ninth day
of Bathukamma. She
showcased beauti-
fully arranged Bath-
ukamma flowers,

reflecting her enthusi-
asm for Telangana’s
rich cultural heritage
and the celebration of
womanhood.

Kotagiri Aakash Yadav Offers
Prayers to Goddess Durga
During Navaratri

HYDERABAD
Wakeup telangana

Kotagiri Aakash
Yadav offered
prayers to Goddess
Durga on the auspi-
cious occasion of
Navaratri, seeking
divine blessings for
peace, prosperity
and the well-being of
all.

He worshipped the
Goddess with devo-
tion and reverence,
reflecting the spiri-
tual significance of
the festival.Navaratri

is celebrated W|th
great devotion ac-
ross Telangana,
showcasing the
state's rich cultural
traditions and spiri-
tual heritage.

Minister Damodar Rajanarsimha Extends
Saddula Bathukamma Greetings

HYDERABAD
Wakeup telangana

Telangana Medical,
Health, Family Welfare
and Science & Technology
Minister C. Damodar Ra-
janarsimha extended heart-
felt greetings to the people
of Telangana on the occa-
sion of Saddula Bath-
ukamma, describing the
festival as a proud symbol
of the state’s rich cultural
heritage and traditions.

In his festive message, the
Minister wished happi-
ness, good health and
prosperity for every house-
hold. He expressed hope
that the blessings of the
Goddess would bring joy,

peace and well-being to
people across Telangana.
Highlighting the cultural
significance of Bath-
ukamma, Rajanarsimha
said the festival reflects
Telangana’s unique iden-
tity, traditional values and
strong community bonds.

He conveyed his best
wishes to women and fam-
ilies celebrating the occa-
sion with devotion and
enthusiasm.

Saddula Bathukamma
marks the grand culmina-
tion of the nine-day Bath-
ukamma festival. Women
across Telangana celebrate
by arranging seasonal
flowers into colourful flo-
ral formations, singing tra-
ditional folk songs and
participating in com-
munity gatherings. The
festival showcases the
state’s floral traditions and
cultural richness while
bringing communities to-
gether.

Telangana SIR:

HYDERABAD
Wakeup telangana

Over 5.25 lakh electors
have been marked for in-
clusion in Telangana’s
final electoral rolls with-
out hearings as part of the
Special Intensive Re-
vision (SIR).

Among the districts, Ran-
gareddy recorded the
highest number, with
1,17,122 electors marked
for final inclusion without
hearings as of Sunday.
Medchal-Malkajgiri fol-
lowed with 1,13,601.
According to data from
the office of the Telan-

Over 5.25 lakh electors marked for inclusion without hearings

gana Chief Electoral Of-
ficer, more than 90 per
cent of the 92,65,731
electors who received SIR
notices have been marked
for inclusion in the final
electoral rolls.

Before the SIR exercise
began, Telangana had
3,38,26,448 electors. Of
these, 2,64,87,213 sub-
mitted enumeration
forms, while 73,39,235
were categorised under
absent, shifted, dead and
duplicate (ASDD) entries.
The Election Commis-
sion of India (ECI) gener-
ated notices for 92,88,188
electors who submitted
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enumeration forms but
either could not be
mapped to the 2002 SIR
list or had logical discrep-
ancies, such as spelling
errors in their names and
discrepancies in their age
details. Of these,
92,65,731 notices had
been delivered as of Sun-
day.

Hearings were completed
for 89,75,562 electors. Of

these, 84,03,355 were
marked for inclusion in
the final publication. This
figure includes 56,86,890
electors with logical dis-
crepancies and 27,16,465
who could not be mapped
to the 2002 SIR list.

As of Sunday, the hearing
dates for 3,02,925 electors
had lapsed. Another 9,699
electors who had resched-
uled their hearings failed
to attend. Among the
cases taken up for verifi-
cation, District Election
Officers (DEOs) verified
34,66,765 applications,
while 16,534 remained
pending. Of the pending

applications, 4,030 had
been awaiting disposal for
more than five days.

Overall, 2,50,85,204
electors have been
marked for addition to the
final electoral rolls. More
than 30,000 individuals
were also found ineligible
for inclusion in the final
list.

Under the revised sched-
ule, the process of issuing
notices and disposing of
claims and objections will
conclude on November 5.
The final electoral rolls
will be published on No-
vember 9.
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Tiger Shroff escapes unhurt as
three assailant fire at

MUMBAI,
Wakeup telangana

Bollywood star Tiger
Shroff had a narrow
escape on Sunday
after three men on a
motorcycle opened fire
at his car in Mumbai’s
Juhu area, leaving the
actor’s driver injured,
the police said.
Deputy Commissioner
of Police (DCP) Zone
[I, Mumbai, Mohit
Garg, said three
rounds were fired at
the 36-year-old actor’s
car after he was leav-
ing a playground
where he had gone for
football practice.

The actor’s driver, who
was injured in the inci-
dent, was rushed to
Nanavati Hospital for
treatment, the police
said, adding that some
others in the area, in-
cluding an autorick-
shaw driver, were also
hurt.

There was panic at the
spot of the firing inci-
dent, with people run-

by Ll !

ning to take shelter
after hearing the gun-
shots. The police cor-
doned off the crime
scene and called in
the forensic team for
collecting evidence.
Maharashtra Cultural
Affairs Minister Ashish
Shelar spoke to Tiger’s
family after the inci-
dent to inquire about
his well-being.

Tiger’s father and
actor Jackie Shroff
later confirmed to
media persons that his
son was safe.

Within hours of the in-
cident, a video clip
was circulating on so-
cial media in which a

man claiming to be
Anil Pandit from the
Lawrence Bishnoi
gang took responsibil-
ity for the firing and
claimed that it was a
warning to the actor to
stop working with su-
perstar Salman Khan.
The gang has an ani-
mosity with Khan due
to his alleged involve-
ment in the 1998
blackbuck poaching
case in Rajasthan.

he attack on Tiger in-
vited condemnation
from the film fraternity,
with many calling it
another reminder of
the deep-rooted pres-
ence and interference

his car

of the underworld in
the film industry.

The firing also revived
memories of the 2024
murder of Baba Sid-
dique, who was shot
dead from close range
by suspected
members of the Bish-
noi gang in Bandra
East. The killing of the
former Maharashtra
legislator was also
claimed by the gang,
as it was unhappy with
his close ties with Sal-
man Khan

Though there was no
official confirmation of
the involvement of the
Bishnoi gang in the fir-
ing on Tiger on Sun-
day, Lawrence
Bishnoi, currently in a
jail in Gujarat, is
known to harbour ani-
mosity against Salman
Khan due to the black-
buck poaching case.
The alleged killing of
the blackbuck enraged
the don’s Bishnoi com-
munity, which vener-
ates the animal.

NEW DELHI
Wakeup telangana

The weather department
on Sunday withdrew the
red alert issued for ex-
tremely heavy rainfall in
Chennai after the at-
mospheric circulation
over the north Tamil
Nadu coast moved east-
wards.

However, it warned that
isolated places in the city
could still receive heavy
rain. The revised forecast
came after an earlier
warning prompted the
Tamil Nadu State Dis-
aster Management Au-
thority (TNSDMA) to
send emergency alerts to
residents and authorities
to deploy additional res-
cue personnel as a pre-
caution.

The northeast monsoon
has brought widespread
rainfall across Tamil
Nadu over the past two
days, following a south-
west monsoon that did

not deliver the rainfall
expected in the state.
Chennai and several other
districts have experienced
heavy showers since the
seasonal rains began.

The weather department
had initially placed Chen-
nai under a red alert,
forecasting extremely
heavy rainfall on Sunday.
The warning followed
heavy rain recorded at six
locations in the city on
Saturday. Warnings of in-
tense rainfall had also
been issued for Tiruval-
lur, Chengalpattu, the
Nilgiris, Coimbatore and

Theni districts, prompting
heightened preparedness
across vulnerable areas.
As concerns mounted
over the forecast,
TNSDMA transmitted an
SOS alert to mobile
phones, accompanied by
a loud warning tone. The
message cautioned res-
idents about the possibil-
ity of extremely heavy
rainfall in Chennai and
urged them to take pre-
cautions. Residents were
advised to follow official
weather bulletins and
safety instructions, pur-
chase essential supplies

Chennaired alert withdrawn as weather
system moves east; heavy rain still likely

in advance and avoid un-
necessary travel.

The alert also asked the
public to remain in safe
locations during spells of
heavy rain.

Meanwhile, three Na-
tional Disaster Response
Force (NDRF) teams
were dispatched from
Arakkonam to Chennai
on Sunday as part of pre-
cautionary arrangements
for the northeast mon-
soon. Each team com-
prises 30 personnel,
taking the total deploy-
ment to 90. The teams
were sent to support
emergency response op-
erations if heavy rainfall
creates a need for rescue
assistance.

In its subsequent update,
the weather department
said the atmospheric cir-
culation affecting Chen-
nai and adjoining
stretches of the north
Tamil Nadu coast had
shifted eastwards, leading
it to withdraw the red
alert for the city.

HM Amit Shah to Meet
Families of Slain Anti-Drug
Activists, Targets AAP

NEW DELHI
Wakeup telangana

Union Home Minister
Amit Shah on Sunday
accused the Aam Aadmi
Party (AAP) govern-
ment in Punjab of push-
ing the state into the
"abyss of drugs", result-
ing in numerous fam-
ilies losing their
children, and an-
nounced that he would
meet the kin of those
who recently lost their
lives for speaking out
against the drug trade.
In a post on his official
X account, Home Min-
ister Shah said he
would meet the family
members of individuals
who were killed for
raising their voices
against drug peddlers
thriving under the pa-
tronage of the AAP
government.

The meetings will be
held in Mansa, Sangrur
and Gurdaspur on Oc-
tober 20.

"The AAP government
has spared no effort in
pushing Punjab into the
abyss of drugs, as a re-

UNION HOME MINISTER
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sult of which numerous
families have had to
lose their children,"
Home Minister Shah
added.

"I will meet the family
members of those in-
dividuals who recently
lost their lives for rais-
ing their voices against
the drug peddlers thriv-
ing under the patronage
of the AAP govern-
ment, in Mansa, San-
grur, and Gurdaspur on
Tuesday (October 20).
The grief these families
have endured cannot be
expressed in words," he
said.

The Home Minister as-
serted that attempts to
suppress voices rising
against the dark drug
trade would never suc-
ceed and that the people
of Punjab would deliver

a resounding response
to it.

Home Minister Shah
also said that the Union
government would
handpick drug peddlers
and send them behind
bars.

"The Government of
India will handpick
drug peddlers and send
them behind bars, and
will continue its efforts
until the entire country,
including Punjab, is
freed from this drug
trade," he added.

The statement comes
amid ongoing concerns
over the drug menace in
Punjab, where several
anti-drug activists and
individuals who spoke
out against the narcotics
trade have been killed
in recent months.
Home Minister Shah's
planned visits to the
three districts are ex-
pected to focus on con-
soling the bereaved
families and reiterating
the Centre's commit-
ment to eradicating the
drug network.

Himachal CM
opens two blocks
of state Secretariat

NEW DELHI
Wakeup telangana

Himachal Pradesh Chief
Minister Sukhvinder Singh
Sukhu on Sunday inaugu-
rated Blocks 1 and 2 of
Phase IV of the Armsdale
Building at the Himachal
Pradesh Secretariat, built at
a cost of Rs 9 crore.

On the occasion, the Chief
Minister said that infras-
tructure expansion was es-
sential alongside
development.

The Secretariat building
had been expanded, and of-
fices would be shifted to the
new premises shortly.

Replying to a media query,
Chief Minister Sukhu said
the number of postgraduate
(PG) medical seats across
the state's six government
medical colleges had been
increased from 277 to 597,
marking a historic addition
of 320 seats.

He added that the number
of PG seats at Indira Gan-
dhi Medical College in
Shimla has been increased
from 139 to 230, an in-
crease of 91 seats.

At Rajendra Prasad Gov-
ernment Medical College in
Tanda, the number of seats
had risen from 99 to 156,
up by 57 seats. At Shri Lal
Bahadur Shastri Govern-
ment Medical College in
Mandi, the number of seats
had risen from 24 to 79, an
addition of 55 seats.

And at YS Parmar Govern-
ment Medical College in
Nabhan, the PG seats has
been increased from three
to 35 seats.

No State Tag for.........

Daily Excelsior. He added that the

draft proposal and they could have

Tiger Shroff firing incident: Abhijeet
Dipke attacks police over student protest

NEW DELHI
Wakeup telangana

Cockroach Janata Party
founder Abhijeet Dipke
on Sunday sought to cap-
italise on the recent firing
incident involving actor
Tiger Shroff to criticise
the police, and hinting
that while actual crime
continues, the force is
busy detaining students
and activists at Jantar
Mantar.

In a post on X, Dipke
wrote, “Instead of crack-
ing down on students and
activists, the police should
focus on actual criminals.
This is what happens
when the Govt and police
have their priorities com-

pletely misplaced.”

The remark comes hours
after a shooting incident
linked to celluloid figure
Tiger Shroff drew public
attention and raised ques-
tions about security and
law enforcement re-
sponse.

Dipke appears to have
used the high-profile inci-
dent as an opportunity to
highlight what he calls the
police’s misplaced prior-
ities — focusing on pro-
testers at Jantar Mantar
rather than tackling se-
rious crime.

Reports and sources indi-
cated that several students
and activists were de-
tained by Delhi Police
during recent demonstra-

tions at the iconic protest
site. Dipke’s post suggests
that while such detentions
take place, incidents in-
volving real criminals, in-
cluding those related to
violence and security
threats, do not receive
adequate attention.

Critics of Dipke’s state-
ment argue that he is
milking the Tiger Shroff
episode for political mi-
leage, linking an unrelated
celebrity-related incident
to the broader debate on
policing of protests. They
maintain that maintaining
order at public protest
sites like Jantar Mantar is
a legitimate police re-
sponsibility and cannot be
equated with soft-ped-

alling on serious crime.
However, supporters of
Dipke contend that the
optics of detaining young
protesters while high-pro-
file criminal incidents
occur reflect a deeper
problem in the way law
enforcement agencies al-
locate their resources and
attention.

The controversy has trig-
gered fresh discussion on
social media about the
dual role of the police —
managing public dissent
while simultaneously
dealing with violent
crime.

Dipke’s intervention,
timed with the Tiger
Shroff firing case still in
the news, has further po-

IAF airlifts Leh patient for emergency medical care in Delhi

NEW DELHI
Wakeup telangana

An Indian Air Force (IAF)
cargo aircraft flew an ai-
ling civilian from Leh to
Delhi airbase in a humani-
tarian action over harsh
terrain and weather at the
high-altitude, an official
said.

Soon after the IAF plan
arrived in Delhi, a waiting
ambulance carried the ai-
ling person to the All
India Institute of Medical
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Article 371-K specific to Ladakh,

Science (AIIMS) for pro-
viding life-saving treat-
ment, the official added
on Sunday.

In a post on social media
platform X, the Western
Air Command shared in-
formation about the evac-
uation and said, "An
Indian Air Force (IAF) C-
130J aircraft undertook a
short-notice casualty
evacuation late at night,
airlifting a critically-ill
30-year-old civilian pa-
tient from Leh to Palam

for further medical care."
"The mission was carried
out in darkness and chal-
lenging weather con-
ditions, requiring a high
degree of operational pre-
paredness, professional
coordination and timely
execution," it added.
"The patient was sub-
sequently transferred to
the All India Institute of
Medical Sciences
(AIIMS) for further treat-
ment. The mission reflects
the IAF's operational

readiness and its ability to
respond promptly to criti-
cal humanitarian require-
ments, including medical
evacuation under chal-
lenging conditions," it
said.Earlier, to commem-
orate

the 94th Air Force Day,
Air Force Station Ambala
under Western Air Com-
mand (WAC) organised a
display of Air Force ca-
pability through showcas-
ing of war waging
resources and articles.

terial, and collaboration with for-

Maharashtra CEO.....

One of the key flashpoints is the
Centre’s refusal to accept LAB’s
proposal to name the new elected
institution the Government of La-
dakh or Legislature of the Govern-
ment of Ladakh. The MHA has
also rejected LAB’s demand that
the head of the proposed body
write the Annual Confidential Re-
ports (ACRs) of the Chief Secre-
tary.

Instead, the draft introduces a new
bureaucratic post—Chief Execu-
tive Secretary (CES)—to serve
under the head of the UT-level
body. “We were told that the CES
will be an officer not below the
rank of Secretary,” LAB chairman
Chering Dorjay Lakruk was quoted
as saying by Jammu newspaper

Centre has neither accepted nor re-
jected their proposal to designate
the head of the body as Chief Min-
ister. Lakruk also accused the Cen-
tre of backtracking on an earlier
in-principle agreement made on
May 22, when the MHA had re-
portedly agreed that the head of the
UT-level body would write the
Chief Secretary’s ACRs.

Despite these disagreements, LAB
and KDA submitted a detailed doc-
ument outlining their vision for a
UT-level institution with legis-
lative, financial and executive
powers. At a press conference in
Leh, Ladakh Chief Secretary
Ashish Kundra expressed dis-
appointment that LAB and KDA
dismissed the draft within two
hours of receiving it. “It was a

given suggestions instead of dis-
missing it,” he said. Kundra clari-
fied that the proposed body would
be a UT-level Frontier Agency,
with four to five names under con-
sideration. He reiterated that La-
dakh would not receive Statehood
or a UT with Legislature “due to
existing circumstances,” but as-
sured that the new body would be
directly elected. Kundra urged La-
dakh’s leaders to continue negotia-
tions “with mutual trust, patience
and an open mind,” stressing that
the Government of India remained
committed to establishing a demo-
cratically elected institution that
meets Ladakh’s aspirations. He ex-
plained that the MHA’s proposal
involves a two-stage constitutional
process—first introducing a new

followed by a detailed regulatory
framework under Article 240. The
regulation would address land safe-
guards, cultural protections, natural
resources, and other concerns
raised by LAB and KDA.

Jammu Police.............

She was questioned by a deputy
superintendent of police (DSP) as
part of the investigation following
the registration of the FIR, accord-
ing to sources. Authorities con-
firmed that an FIR has been filed at
the Gandhinagar police station
under the Official Secrets Act as
well as the Bharatiya Nyaya San-
hita (BNS). These laws deal with
acts that threaten national security,
including espionage, unauthorised
communication of confidential ma-

eign intelligence agencies.

Police officials said the case was
initiated after preliminary inputs
suggested the woman may have
been involved in activities that
posed a potential risk to national
security. Investigators were work-
ing to verify the nature of the infor-
mation allegedly shared, the
channels used, and the extent of
foreign involvement.

The Jammu police have begun a
detailed probe to establish the
facts, identify possible collabo-
rators, and determine whether the
accused was part of a larger net-
work, an official said. He noted
that all allegations are being ex-
amined thoroughly, and further ac-
tion will depend on the findings of
the ongoing investigation.

The form requires applicants to de-
clare that they are seeking inclu-
sion in the electoral roll for the first
time and that their names are not
included in any Assembly or par-
liamentary constituency.

Under Section 31 of the Represen-
tation of the People Act, 1950,
making a false declaration in con-
nection with electoral registration
is punishable with imprisonment of
up to one year, a fine, or both. The
issue has emerged as the ECI seeks
to facilitate the enrolment of voters
left out of electoral rolls following
the SIR. On September 29, the
Commission ordered a special
drive across 20 States and Union
Territories where the revision pro-
cess had been completed, directing
eligible voter.
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Hyderabad Police arrest two accused in
digital arrest targeting senior citizen

HYDERABAD
Wakeup telangana

Hyderabad Police have arrested two
accused in connection with a digital
arrest scam in which a retired em-
ployee lost over Rs 29 lakh.

The Cybercrime Police appre-
hended the two accused involved in
arranging mule bank accounts, with-
drawing fraudulently obtained funds,

on March 3, 2025

The fraudsters falsely alleged that
he was involved in a money laun-

dering case involving Rs 68 million
and threatened him with arrest. To

and depositing the amounts into var-

ious bank accounts to conceal the
money trail. They also allegedly fa-
cilitated transactions involving USDT
(digital currency) in coordination
with cyber fraudsters and earned
commissions for their involvement.
The accused have been identified
as Mohd Ashfaq Hussain and
Ahmed Najeeb Uddin, both res-

idents of Hyderabad.

The third accused, Sachin, a res-
ident of Bengaluru, is absconding,
police said in a release on Sunday.
Giving details of the case, Additional
Commissioner of Police, Crimes
&amp; SIT, Hyderabad City, M. Sri-
nivasulu, said that a 63-year-old re-
tired employee had received calls
from unknown persons impersonat-
ing officials of the Delhi Police, CBI,
and Enforcement Directorate (ED)

make their claims appear genuine,
the fraudsters sent forged official
documents and falsely stated that
the complainant's Aadhaar details
and fingerprints had been misused
in the alleged crime. They obtained
his personal and banking details
and induced him and his daughter to
transfer money under the pretext of
verification, assuring them that the
amount would be refunded.

The fraudsters further threatened
them with arrest and instructed them
to maintain secrecy in the name of
national security. Believing their
claims, the complainant and his
daughter transferred a total amount
of Rs 29,17,668-. When the amount
was not refunded, the complainant
realised that he had been cheated
and approached the police for nec-

essary legal action. Based on his
complaint, a case was registered
under sections 66(C) and 66(D) of
the IT Act and sections 111(2)(b),
318(4), 319(2), 336(3), 338, and
340(2) of the BNS.

According to police, the two ac-
cused were facing financial diffi-
culties and had come into contact
with Sachin through WhatsApp. Sa-
chin devised a plan to route money
obtained from victims of digital ar-
rest fraud through multiple bank ac-
counts using Cash Deposit
Machines (CDMs) to conceal the
money trail and make it difficult for
investigating agencies to trace the
transactions. As part of the plan,
Ashfaq collected the bank account
details from Najeeb and shared
them with Sachin. Subsequently,
Sachin transferred the fraudulently
obtained funds into the bank ac-
count provided by Najeeb.
Subsequently, Ashfaq and Najeeb
withdrew the money through
cheques and deposited the cash
into various bank accounts using
CDMs. Sachin allegedly used the
deposited funds to purchase USDT
cryptocurrency and subsequently
sold it online in exchange for Indian
rupees.

Hyderabad CP Sajjanar Performs Ayudha Puja at CAR HQ

HYDERABAD
Wakeup telangana

City Police Commis-
sioner V.C. Sajjanar,
IPS, performed Ayudha
and Vahana Puja at the
City Armed Reserve
(CAR) Headquarters in
Petla Buruj on Sunday
as part of the Dussehra
Navratri and Durgash-
tami celebrations.
Special prayers were
offered to weapons in
the armoury and police
patrol vehicles used to

maintain law and order.
Speaking on the occa-
sion, Sajjanar ex-
pressed happiness over
participating in the fes-
tivities and wished po-
lice officers, staff and

their families good
health, happiness and
prosperity with the
blessings of Goddess
Durga. He urged police
personnel to discharge
their public service

duties calmly and with-
out mental stress.

He also extended Dur-
gashtami and Vijayada-
shami greetings to
Hyderabad City Police
personnel and their
families.

DCPs R. Venkatesh-
warlu, S. Srinivas,
Chaitanya Kumar, Ra-
mana Reddy and Rag-
havendar Reddy, along
with other senior of-
ficers and police per-
sonnel, attended the
programme.

Cyberabad Police Nab 320 Drunk-
Driving Offenders in Weekend Drive

HYDERABAD
Wakeup telangana

Cyberabad Traffic Police ap-

prehended 320 motorists
during a special weekend
drunk-driving enforcement
drive. The offenders in-
cluded 265 two-wheeler
riders, 16 three-wheeler
drivers, 38 four-wheeler
drivers and one heavy-ve-
hicle driver.

According to the police, 266
offenders recorded blood al-

cohol concentration (BAC)

levels of 36—200 mg/100 ml,

38 recorded 201-300
mg/100 ml, and 16 reg-

istered 301-550 mg/100 ml.

All offenders will be pro-
duced before the court.

Cyberabad Police warned
that drunk driving is a se-

HYDERABAD

Fire at anti-drone equipment
firm, no casualties

said.

rious offence and that those
causing fatal accidents
while intoxicated may face
charges under Section 105
of the Bharatiya Nyaya San-
hita (BNS), 2023, which
carries a maximum punish-
ment of 10 years’ imprison-
ment and a fine.
Meanwhile, courts disposed
of 196 drunk-driving cases

between October 12 and 17.

Of these, 191 offenders
were fined, while five were

Wakeup telangana

A fire broke out at a
firm manufacturing anti-
drone testing equipment
here on Sunday evening,
October 18, with police
saying there was no loss
of life or injury.
According to local re-
ports, the fire broke out
at around 5 pm on the
premises of Unistring
Tech Solutions in an

fined and ordered to per-

form community service. No
offender received a com-
bined fine-and-jail sentence

during the period.

area under the jurisdic-
tion of the Madhapur

and brought the blaze
under control, police

police station. Three fire
tenders reached the spot

The exact cause of the
fire is yet to be ascer-
tained, and the extent of
property damage is yet
to be assessed, they
added.Preliminary in-
vestigations suggest that
the power supply had
been shut down to carry
out transformer repair
work. The interruption
may have affected the
cooling system, poten-
tially causing the bat-
teries to overheat and
catch fire, police said.
The exact cause will be
confirmed after a de-
tailed inspection and in-
vestigation.

High Court Upholds 30% Quota For D.Ed
Candidates In 2008 'leacher Recruitment

HYDERABAD
Wakeup telangana

After a 17-year-long dis-
pute over the District Se-
lection Committee
(DSC) recruitment, the
Telangana High Court
has dismissed a batch of
petitions challenging the
reservation of 30 per
cent of secondary grade
teacher (SGT) posts for
candidates possessing a
Diploma in Education
(DEd) qualification. A

division bench compris-
ing Acting Chief Justice
P. Sam Koshy and Jus-
tice Suddala Chalapathi
Rao ruled that the gov-
ernment’s decision to
earmark 30 per cent of
SGT vacancies for DEd-
qualified candidates was
not an impermissible
change in the rules of re-
cruitment midway
through the selection
process.

The case of the peti-
tioners was that they

possessed BEd qualifica-
tion. The government is-
sued a notification dated
06.12.2008 notifying
various categories of
posts, namely school as-
sistants, secondary grade
teachers, language pan-
dits and physical educa-
tion teachers,
aggregating 52,655 posts
across the undivided
state. While the process
was underway, the au-
thorities issued an
amendment to the notifi-

cation through GO 28,
dated January 29, 2009,
stating that 30 per cent
of SGT posts would be
reserved exclusively for
candidates possessing
DEd. qualification, with
both BEd. and DEd. can-
didates being eligible for
the remaining 70 per
cent of posts on the basis
of common merit in the
DSC, subject to the other
applicable rules of re-
cruitment.

EDITORIAL

KIDS ARE TURNING TO Al CHATBOTS.
HOW GAN PARENTS KEEP THEM SAFE

CANBERRA
Wakeup telangana

Last week, Australian
Federal Police commis-
sioner Krissy Barrett
warned artificial intelli-
gence (Al) chatbots are
not a sufficient replace-
ment for human sup-
port for children.The
comment was in re-
sponse to a recent Ade-
laide University study
that found more than
one in three Australian
children turn to Al chat-
bots for support when
they are sexually vic-
timised online, or other-
wise tell nobody at all.
While there can be
benefits to children
using Al, such as help
with learning, or prac-
tising social skills, there
is also a risk they will
go to Al chatbots and
assistants for emotional
support over parents
and other trusted
adults.In Australia,
around half of children
aged between 10 and
17 who use Al are turn-
ing to it for personal
and social reasons.
This includes seeking
advice on sensitive
topics, talking about
their feelings, and just
“hanging out”.

So how can parents
help their children to

use Al safely?Why are
kids turning to Al chat-
bots over people?

One practical reason
why young people are
using the tech is it can
provide them with an-
swers around the clock.
This means a chatbot
might be a natural go-to
when a child wants a
quick answer and a
trusted adult or friend
isn’t available.Another
reason is pure curious-
ity. Like adults, young
people are experiment-
ing with Al and trying to
understand what it
does and how it can
make their lives better.
Seeking deeper con-
nections

Sometimes the reason
for talking to chatbots is
deeper though.It might
be that a young person
wants information
about something they
feel embarrassed about
raising with their par-
ents or friends. As
teens explore their
identity, they begin to
ask more sensitive
questions. This may
make them more likely
to use Al for personal
reasons than younger
children.For others, the
reason is an unmet
need for connection.
Reaching out to chat-
bots for personal rea-

sons is more common
for those who are al-
ready vulnerable.

A 2025 Danish study
found loneliness may
be a precursor for high
school students seek-
ing Al companionship.
Other studies suggest a
lack of connection to
parental figures may
also lead to teens talk-
ing to chatbots.What do
kids miss out on when
they choose chatbots
over people?

A major concern is that,
if Al use becomes ex-
cessive, it may displace
real-world interactions
and create unrealistic
expectations of human
relationships.

Another concern is the
quality of the advice Al
provides. And it's not
just its capacity to
spread convincing mis-
information that's a
problem.Al lacks the
full context of a child’s
life. Parents and carers
are often much better
placed to provide the
nuanced and age-ap-
propriate guidance their
child needs.There are
also more subtle im-
pacts. When a child
poses questions to an
Al chatbot over a par-
ent, they are missing
out on day-to-day mo-
ments of connection

with family. While each
miss may be small, the
accumulation over time
can truly matter.This is
especially important for
children. Research
shows strong and se-
cure bonds with par-
ents in the preteen
years support kids as
they navigate the chal-
lenges of adolescence.
Here’s how can parents
and carers can help
their child experiment
with Al and stay safe.
1. Explore Al together
Find a moment to sit
down and explore Al
tools on a device with
your child. You might:
engage in brainstorm-
ing ideas with the soft-
ware test a chatbot’s
ability to correctly
source information ask
the Al about itself with
questions such as “do
you have feelings?”
and “can you think?”
Ask Al to generate and
edit a short story with
your child as the lead
character.Ask Al to tell
a joke.

Play a game with an Al
chatbot, such as twenty
questions.One Al game
that is both fun and
educational is the
“catch the Al out”
game. The ideais to
test Al on topics that
you know or can fact
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[.&'T Finance Posts Record 975
02 Profit, Up 33% YoY

crore

NEW DELHI
Wakeup telangana

Indian equity markets
may face further weak-
ness before stabilising, as
rising inflation, deficient
monsoon rainfall, a poten-
tial strong El Nifio and es-
calating geopolitical
tensions weigh on inves-
tor sentiment, according
to PL Capital’s latest India
Strategy Report.

Titled “The Perfect
Storm: Rising Macro and
Geopolitical Risks,” the
report highlights growing
concerns over corporate
earnings, consumption
and foreign institutional
investor (FII) inflows. PL
Capital has revised its 12-
month NIFTY target to
27,589 from 27,133 ear-
lier, while cautioning that
a sharp V-shaped recovery
is unlikely.

The NIFTY has declined
8.2% over the past six

weeks and 6% year-to-
date, reflecting sustained
foreign investor selling
amid concerns over crude
oil prices, agricultural
commodities, elevated
bond yields and geopoliti-
cal tensions involving Iran
and the US.

PL Capital expects 16.2%
year-on-year sales growth
and 14.7% EBITDA
growth in the second
quarter of FY27, exclud-
ing Oil and Gas. Ho-
wever, rising input costs
are squeezing profitabil-
ity, with 16 of the 27 in-
dustry segments covered
by the brokerage reporting
lower EBITDA margins.
The report identifies defi-
cient monsoon rainfall as
a major risk to rural de-
mand and inflation. India
recorded a 13% rainfall
deficit, while reservoir
levels were 21% below
those of the previous year.
The possibility of a strong

El Nifio could further dis-
rupt agricultural produc-
tion and increase prices of
commodities such as cof-
fee, cocoa, soybeans and
palm oil.

Monetary conditions are
also becoming less favou-
rable, with the Reserve
Bank of India raising the
repo rate by 25 basis
points to 5.50% and revis-
ing its FY27 inflation
forecast to 5.2%. Persist-
ently high commodity
prices and supply-chain

disruptions could increase
pressure on household
spending and corporate
margins.

Meanwhile, higher global
bond yields and relatively
subdued returns from In-
dian equities may limit
foreign investment in-
flows. Although val-
uations have become
more attractive following
the market correction, PL
Capital warns that earn-
ings downgrades and
weakening demand could
trigger further downside.
Its bear-case NIFTY tar-
get stands at 22,044.

The brokerage remains
overweight on Capital
Goods, Healthcare,
Banks, Metals, Diversi-
fied Financials, Telecom
and Ports, while maintain-
ing an underweight stance
on Automobiles, IT Serv-
ices, Consumer and Oil
and Gas. It recommends
selective stock-picking,

focusing on companies
with strong fundamentals
and exposure to domestic
investment and structural
growth opportunities.
Amnish Aggarwal, Co-
Head — Institutional
Equities at PL Capital,
said inflation, geopolitical
uncertainty and tighter fi-
nancial conditions were
creating a challenging en-
vironment for Indian
equities. He cautioned
that deficient monsoons,
elevated commodity
prices and weaker foreign
investor flows could
weigh on markets before
consolidation.

Despite near-term uncer-
tainty, PL Capital believes
opportunities remain in
sectors supported by do-
mestic investment and
credit growth, provided
investors remain selective
and prioritise earnings re-
silience.

ICICI Life Insurance to Recruit
20,000 Women Advisors by FY27

MUMBAI
Wakeup telangana

ICICI Life Insurance
Limited has announced
plans to recruit 20,000
women advisors across
India by the end of
FY2027 under its Nar-
ishakti initiative, mark-
ing the second
anniversary of the pro-
gramme during Navra-
tri.

As of September 30,
2026, the company had
more than 78,000
women advisors, who
contributed approx-
imately 45% of its
agency business.
Women account for
around 32% of its total
advisors, with their
contribution exceeding
50% in regions includ-
ing Bengaluru, Kerala
and Mumbai.

Amish Banker, Chief
Distribution Officer of
ICICI Life Insurance,

qicici Life

INSURANCE

said the company be-
lieves talent has no
gender. He highlighted
women advisors’ under-
standing of customer
needs, problem-solving
abilities and relation-
ship-building skills as
important strengths in
the insurance sector.

He added that the Nar-
ishakti initiative aims to
equip women with es-
sential training and sup-
port, enabling them to
develop careers in fi-
nancial planning and
contribute to the gov-
ernment's vision of In-
surance for All by
2047.

The company reported
that 47% of its women
advisors had been asso-
ciated with ICICI Life
Insurance for more than
10 years as of Sep-

tember 30, 2026. Ad-
ditionally, over 500
women advisors had
qualified for the Mil-
lion Dollar Round
Table (MDRT), an in-
ternational association
for leading life insur-
ance and financial serv-
ices professionals.
Launched in 2024, Nar-
ishakti seeks to em-
power women by
offering flexible career
opportunities as finan-
cial advisors without
upfront investment. The
initiative aims to help
women achieve finan-
cial independence while
balancing professional
responsibilities with
family commitments.
Through the recruit-
ment drive, ICICI Life
Insurance aims to ex-
pand women's partici-
pation in the insurance
sector and strengthen
its nationwide advisory
network.

Jio eyes growth from 2G upgrades, broadband, Al ahead of Rs 30,213-cr [P0

HYDERABAD
Wakeup telangana

Jio Platforms Limited
(JPL) is already India’s
largest digital connectiv-
ity company. Brokerage
research suggests its next
phase of growth may be
bigger still. Ahead of the
Rs 30,213 crore JPL IPO,
which opens on October
21, IPO notes from GEPL
Capital, Ventura Secu-
rities and SMC Global
point to several growth
engines: 2G-to-4G/5G up-
grades, home broadband,
enterprise cloud and Al,
and the sale of Jio’s own
technology to overseas

telecom operators.

Jio’s subscriber base
reached 533.3 million in
June 2026, and a large
pool of potential cus-
tomers remains. GEPL
Capital notes: “With
261.0 million users still
on 2G networks as of
June 30, 2026, the Com-
pany has a substantial op-
portunity to drive
subscriber additions
through affordable offer-
ings such as the Rs 799
JioBharat phone, bundled
with digital services.”
Customers are also spend-
ing more. Average reve-
nue per user (ARPU) rose
from Rs181.7 in FY24 to

Rs 215.6 in Q1FY27, and
monthly data use per cus-
tomer climbed to 43.7
GB. GEPL says the com-
pany “plans to improve
average revenue per user
(ARPU) through periodic
tariff rationalisation,
greater adoption of pre-
mium plans and the bun-
dling of OTT
entertainment, cloud stor-
age, gaming and Al-based
services.”

As for home broadband
headroom, Jio had 28.6
million JioFiber and
JioAirFiber subscribers as
of June 2026, and analysts
see plenty of room to
grow.

According to GEPL,
“Home broadband is
another key growth driver,
with JioFiber and JioAir-
Fiber positioned to capita-
lise on India’s low fixed
broadband penetration of
approximately 21 per cent
in FY26, which is pro-
jected to reach around
46% by FY31.”

SMC Global adds that
“the expansion of JioAir-
Fiber, its fixed wireless
access service, is expected
to support broadband
adoption in locations
where conventional fibre
deployment may be diffi-
cult or costly. Increasing
penetration in under-

served markets could
broaden Jio’s addressable
customer base.”

Further, analysts re-
peatedly describe JPL as a
technology platform as
well as a telecom oper-
ator. Ventura Securities,
which rates the issue
“Subscribe”, notes that
“Jio has developed an
end-to-end proprietary 5G
standalone stack and filed
7,220 patent applications
across 4G, 5G, 6G, Al and
digital technologies. Its
proprietary Al platform,
JioBrain, is being de-
ployed across network op-
erations and forms part of
its broader technology

monetization strategy.”
JPL also plans to sell its
home-grown technology
to other countries. GEPL
notes that “international
expansion through part-
nerships with telecom op-
erators and the
monetisation of its propri-
etary 5G core, cloud-
native RAN, OSS/BSS
and fixed wireless access
technologies could create
additional revenue
streams beyond domestic
connectivity services.” It
further states that “Jio
Platforms plans to extend
its JioBrain Al platform
and autonomous network.

Top official confirms over Rs
1 lakh crore fresh investment

made in Uttarakhand

DEHRADUN
Wakeup telangana

Uttarakhand’s Secretary
Industries and Secretary
to the Chief Minister,
Vinay Shankar Pandey, on
Sunday said the state gov-
ernment has consistently
worked to translate invest-
ment proposals into real-
ity, resulting in the
grounding of investments
worth more than Rs 1.01
lakh crore so far, as he
dismissed social media re-
ports questioning the
Global Investors Summit-
2023.

He informed that MoUs
worth approximately Rs
3.56 lakh crore were
signed during the Global
Investors Summit held in
December 2023. Ground-
breaking ceremonies have
been organised from time
to time to translate these
proposals into reality.

He said that all invest-
ment-related figures in the
state are publicly avail-
able, and details of every
project can be accessed on
the relevant government
websites.

The top official said that
forming misleading per-
ceptions about investment
without examining the
complete facts is inappro-
priate.

To assist investors, the
government introduced
the system of Nivesh Mi-
tras (investment facili-

tators), who maintained
regular communication
with investors, helped re-
solve issues related to
government procedures
and played an important
role in moving projects
forward.

Pandey said that invest-
ment-related data is avail-
able on the portals of the
Industries Department,
UK SPICE and the Single
Window System. Details
of projects, the depart-
ments concerned and their
locations have been
recorded transparently,
along with other essential
information.

The Secretary Industries
said that Uttarakhand’s
geographical conditions
are different from those of
other states. Nearly 70 per
cent of the state’s geo-
graphical area is forested,
while the potential for es-
tablishing large industries
is concentrated mainly in
Dehradun,

Haridwar, Udham Singh
Nagar and certain parts of
Nainital.

Accordingly, industrial
policies have been formu-
lated in line with the vi-
sion of Chief Minister
Pushkar Singh Dhami,
with the objective of
maintaining a balance be-
tween ecology and the
economy while generating
maximum employment
opportunities.

Namo Bharatridership crosses 4.5 crore

asrapid rail system completes 3 years

NEW DELHI
Wakeup telangana

Minister of Housing
and Urban Affairs Ma-
nohar Lal Khattar said
on Sunday that the
Namo Bharat rapid rail
transit system on the
82-km-long Delhi—
Ghaziabad—Meerut cor-
ridor has recorded over
4.5 crore passenger
journeys since its inau-
guration by Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi in
October 2023.
Addressing the Namo
Bharat Diwas 2026
celebration to mark
three successful years
of Namo Bharat opera-
tions, the minister said,
“This achievement re-
flects the growing trust
of the people in mod-
ern, safe and seamless
transportation.”

Namo Bharat currently
serves over 1.1 lakh
commuters daily and
has recorded its high-
est-ever single-day rid-
ership of around 1.68
lakh.

“Namo Bharat rapid
rail is ushering in a new
era of regional connec-
tivity in India, giving a
new dimension to the

future of urban trans-
portation. Better trans-
portation does not
merely reduce distances
between cities but also
connects people with
new opportunities,
thereby accelerating re-
gional development and
economic progress,”
the minister further
stated.

He commended all the
officers, engineers,
technical experts, em-
ployees and workers of
the National Capital
Region Transport Cor-
poration (NCRTC) for
their dedicated and
committed contribution
towards realising this
ambitious project.

With its fast, frequent
and reliable services,
Namo Bharat is helping

people travel more effi-
ciently, bringing work-
places, educational
institutions and eco-
nomic centres within
easier reach and giving
commuters greater con-
venience and more time
in their daily lives.

Two more priority
Namo Bharat corridors,
i.e. Delhi-Panipat-Kar-
nal and Delhi-Guru-
gram-Behror, are likely
to receive the approval
soon. Two other corri-
dors, Ghaziabad-Jewar
and Noida-Faridabad-
Gurgaon, are also in the
DPR stage.

As part of the celebra-
tion event, NCRTC re-
flected on the
remarkable journey of
Namo Bharat, high-
lighting key milestones,

initiatives to strengthen
multimodal connectiv-
ity, first- and last-mile
connectivity to enhance
the commuter experi-
ence, and initiatives
such as Solar on Track
and the development of
a 110 MW captive solar
power plant to promote
the environmental and
financial sustainability
of the project.
Addressing the gath-
ering, Managing Direc-
tor, NCRTC, Shalabh
Goel said, “NCRTC
was established with a
vision to develop a
modern, safe, reliable
and environmentally
friendly regional trans-
port system in the coun-
try. The journey of
Namo Bharat stands as
a testament to the
power of modern public
transport to bring
people closer to oppor-
tunities and contribute
to a more connected,
accessible and sustain-
able region.”

The occasion also fea-
tured the Annual
NCRTC Awards, where
employees were felici-
tated for their outstand-
ing performance during
the year.

KBCA Durgotsav Saptami Draws
7,000 People in Hyderabhad

HYDERABAD
Wakeup telangana

Lakhotia College of De-
sign, Tarnaka, celebrated
Navratri with vibrant
Garba, Dandiya and Te-
lugu dance performances,
bringing students and fac-
ulty together in a festive
atmosphere.

Students and faculty
members dressed in tradi-
tional Indian attire partici-
pated enthusiastically in
the celebrations. The pro-
gramme featured ener-
getic Garba and Dandiya
performances, followed
by dances to popular Te-
lugu songs, showcasing
students’ creativity and
cultural talents.

The event was attended by
Chairman Azharuddin
Mujahid, Managing Di-
rector Affan Mujahid and
Ms. Bhanupriya. Mr.

Rahil congratulated the
students and faculty on
their efforts, appreciating
their teamwork, enthusi-
asm and performances. He
also extended Dussehra
greetings, wishing every-
one happiness and pros-
perity.

The celebrations con-
cluded on a joyful note,
promoting cultural tradi-
tions, creativity and unity
among students and fac-
ulty.

Instamart Festive Sale Offers Up
to 90% Off Kitchen Essentials

HYDERABAD
Wakeup telangana

As households prepare for
Dussehra and Diwali, In-
stamart’s Quick India
Movement (QIM) Sale
offers discounts on kitchen
appliances, cookware,
dinner sets and storage es-
sentials to help consumers
prepare for festive cooking
and family gatherings.
Available through the
Swiggy and Instamart
apps, the sale features se-
lected products from par-
ticipating brands and
sellers, with advertised
discounts ranging from
50% to 90%.

Among the cookware
deals, the Bergner Earth
Black Non-Stick Concave
Tawa is priced at 3299
against an MRP of %1,035.
The Tramontina Stella
Kadhai is available for
21,299, while the Bergner
Sorrento 3-litre Stainless
Steel Pressure Cooker is
priced at 3999.

Kitchen appliance offers
include the Lifelong two-
burner gas stove at 3999
and the Philips HL7505
Mixer Grinder at ¥1,899.
The Bosch TrueMixx

750W Mixer Grinder, fea-
turing three jars, is avail-
able for 22,499. The
Philips 4.2-litre Air Fryer
is priced at %4,699, while
the Philips induction cook-
top costs 32,479.

For festive dining, the La
Opala Novo 21-piece
Opalware Dinner Set is
available at ¥799. The
Cello Sapphire 1.5-litre in-
sulated serving casserole
is priced at X199.

Storage and serving op-
tions include a Tupper-
ware storage container set
at 3349 and a glassware
snack set at X199.

The sale is scheduled to
run until October 18,
2026, according to the an-
nouncement. However, as
the stated end date has
passed, shoppers should
check the app for current
availability and offers.
Instamart, launched in Au-
gust 2020, operates across
more than 130 cities, of-
fering groceries, daily es-
sentials and products
across multiple categories.
Prices and availability
vary by location, with
terms and conditions ap-
plying."
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Kareena Kapoor's Sunday
Jam includes, "Thoda ghee
thoda health thoda wealth’

umbai:

It seems like Ghee has
become an integral part
of actress Kareena Ka-
poor Khan's life. In her

latest social media

post, Bebo shared that
her Sunday jam in-
cludes some ghee,
along with some health

and wealth.

She took to the Stories
section of her Insta

Saif gave all the credit
to the constant con-
sumption of desi ghee.
Kareena revealed that
it is a staple in their
household, with their
children - Taimur and
Jeh also having iton a
regular basis.

Saif shared a massive
secret of Bebo during
the episode, saying,
"She doesn't only eat it
but even rub it on her
feet at night". Confirm-
ing this, Bebo said, "It
helps you sleep well."

handle and dropped
her 'KKK SUNDAY

GOALS' for this week.
She uploaded a picture

of the whiteboard that

During the episode,
Bebo also shared that
Saif proposed to her
not once, not twice, but
thrice, in Mumbai,

revealed that the 'K3G'
actor will complete 10

rounds, 10 plate

shatches, 10 KB Pen-

dulays, 10 Hinge

Oblique Pullovers,
Sommersault Squats
and 150 mts Ski as part
of her ambitious work-

out regime.

The pic was accompa-
nied by the text, "Thoda

ghee thoda health

thoda wealth...My Sun-

day Jam

@happy_healthy holy".

10

Meanwhile, in what be-
came a viral moment,
Kareena's husband,
actor Saif Ali Khan, re-
cently won 2 years’
worth of free ghee on
Amitabh Bachchan-
hosted 'Kaun Banega
Crorepati Season 18'.
Later, as the couple ap-

peared together on
"The Great Indian Kapil
Sharma Show', host
Kapil Sharma asked
the power couple about
the secret of them look-
ing "young and fresh"
even after 14 years of
marriage.

In a hilarious manner,

Greece, and Paris, only
after which she agreed
to marry him.

Bebo said, "He pro-
posed to me in Mum-
bai, he proposed to me
in Greece and he pro-
posed to me in Paris
and that's when | finally
said 'Yes".

Reacting to this with his
unique sense of humor,
Saif added, "If you had
just said yes in Mum-
bai, | would have saved
a lot of money."

Tailer 2' maker Nelson Dilipkumar
poses with Rajinikanth: Thalaivar
magic hits diflerent

MUMBAI
Wakeup telangana

Basking in the success
of 'Jailer 2', director
Nelson Dilipkumar
shared a memorable
click with superstar Ra-
jinikanth on Sunday.
Nelson expressed his
gratitude to the au-
dience for an overwhel-
ming response to the
action entertainer with
a new post on X. The
filmmaker dropped a
picture with Rajini-
kanth and acclaimed
music composer Ani-
rudh Ravichander.
Spilling his excitement
about the success of his
latest release, Nelson
wrote on the micro-
blogging site, “Theatres
are going bonkers!
Thalaivar magic hits
different. Thank you,
dear audience, for the
phenomenal love and
reception for #Jailer2.
Nothing beats seeing
the audience celebrate
it like this! Thank you
all for the love and sup-
port (sic).”

Backed by Kalanithi
Maran under the banner
of Sun Pictures, 'Jailer
2" also features Ramya
Krishnan, Yogi Babu,
Mirnaa, Rithvik, Mo-
hanlal, Shiva Rajkumar
and Jackie Shroff rep-
rising their roles from
the original flick. Join-
ing them in the cast this
time were SJ Suryah,
Mithun Chakraborty,
Suraj Venjaramoodu,
and Vidya Balan.

Many members from
the fraternity also used
social media to con-
gratulate Rajinikanth
and Nelson on another
cinematic gem.

Kamal Haasan tweeted,
"News has come in that
Jailer 2, starring my
dear friend Rajinikanth,
which released today
has emerged a superhit
worldwide. Heartfelt
congratulations to my
friend Rajinikanth, di-
rector (@Nelsondilpku-
mar, music composer
(@anirudhofficial, and
the @sunpictures
team."

Dhanush, who watched
the first day first show
of the movie, also con-
gratulated team 'Jailer
2' saying, "JAILER 2 is
a MUST MUST MUST
watch. BLOCK-
BUSTER (followed by
a number of fire sym-
bols). A FEAST for

every Thalaivar fan."
Director Karthik Sub-
baraj, added, "Thalai-
var sets the screen on
Wild Wild Fire. Can't
take my eyes off him....
Love you Thalaivaaaa.
Goosebumps Over-
loaded Mass Blast....
#Jailer2.@Nelsondilp-
kumar writing and ex-
ecution(Excellent
symbol).@anirudhoffi-
cial breathes high oc-
tane energy in every
frame. Whattey won-
derful moment to see
(@mithunda_off sir,
@Mohanlal sir @Nim-
maShivanna sir @bin-
dasbhidu sir

@vidya balan madam
@iHrithik sir
@iam_SJSuryah sir all
in one film. Entertain-
ment max. Thank you
(@sunpictures and
whole cast n crew for
giving us Blockbuster
feast in Theatres."

Hyderabad Hosts Second
National Qualifier of 2026

Show Jumping Season

HYDERABAD
Wakeup telangana
Waheed Uddin

The second National
Qualifier (NQ) of the
2026 season concluded at
the Hyderabad Polo and
Riding Club (HPRC) on
October 18, following
five days of competitive
show jumping events held
from October 14.

The competition featured
riders across Under-18,
Under-12 and Open cate-
gories, with participants
showcasing their eques-
trian skills and horseman-
ship.

In the 100-105 cm
Under-18 Show Jumping
category, Sauryaram Indu-
kuri, riding Happyness,
secured first place, fol-
lowed by Eeshaan Bha-
radwaj on Salerno in

second place and Prabh-
noor Singh on Monet Car-
los in third place. Aarnav
Reddy, riding Valensky,
received a Highly Rec-
ommended recognition.
In the 40 cm Under-12
Show Jumping category,
Naag Hridhaan Mulugu,
riding King, claimed first
place. Luv Manne, riding
Duke, finished second,
while Aanya Rathi, riding
Mitchell Pride, secured
third place. Khaja Kashi-
fuddin on Star and Kori
Vivaan on My Star re-
ceived Highly Rec-
ommended recognitions.
In the 40 cm Open Show
Jumping category, Jaga-
deesh Archi, riding
Power, won first place. K.
Thirumal, riding Good
Luck, secured second
place, while N. Pundari-
kaksha, riding Glory, fin-

ished third. L. Samara
Reddy, riding Veeru, re-
ceived a Highly Rec-
ommended recognition.
The prize distribution
ceremonies were attended
by prominent equestrian
officials. TSEA Secretary
Raghu Panchakarla and
HPRC official Shaik Shi-
raj
Ahmed joined the winners
of the Under-18 100—-105
cm category. HPRC Pres-
ident Chaitania R. Kumar
and Shaik Shiraj Ahmed
joined the winners of the
40 cm Open category.
The event highlighted
Hyderabad’s
growing role in equestrian
sports and provided a
competitive platform for
riders across age groups
to demonstrate their tal-
ent.

"That was a batting masterclass'
Zimbabwe captain Nkomo on India's chase

RAIPUR
Wakeup telangana

Zimbabwe captain
Josephine Nkomo
praised India's batting
dominance in the sec-
ond T20I of the three-
match women's series,
describing the perform-
ance as a “batting mas-
terclass” after the
Women in Blue reg-
istered a comprehen-
sive nine-wicket
victory at the Shaheed
Veer Narayan Singh In-
ternational Stadium on
Sunday.

India chased down
Zimbabwe's modest tar-
get of 103 with remark-
able ease, reaching the
required total after los-
ing just one wicket.
The victory gave India
an unassailable 2-0 lead
in the series ahead of
the final match.

India captain Smriti
Mandhana and vice-
captain Shafali Verma
produced a spectacular
opening partnership,
adding 96 runs off just
47 balls. Shafali scored
55 runs from 25 deliv-

i
e
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eries, while Mandhana
remained unbeaten on
47 off 25 balls, power-
ing India to victory
with an aggressive dis-
play of stroke play.
Speaking during the
post-match presenta-
tion, Nkomo acknowl-
edged the gulf between
the two sides' batting
performances and de-
scribed the experience
as an important learn-
ing opportunity for
Zimbabwe.

“I thought that was a

o,

batting masterclass by
the Indian team. We
just stood there and had
to watch and learn, and
there's no better way to
learn than actually ex-
periencing the carnage
that happened out
there,” Nkomo said.
The partnership also
produced significant
milestones in women's
T20 international
cricket. Mandhana and
Shafali became the first
pair to aggregate more
than 1,000 runs to-

gether for any wicket in
a single calendar year
in the format.

Shafali also reached a
historic individual land-
mark, becoming the
first women's cricketer
to score more than 900
runs in T20 inter-
nationals in a calendar
year. Her tally for 2026
rose to 922 runs, put-
ting her ahead of South
Africa captain Laura
Wolvaardt, who has
scored 824 runs this
year.

Earlier, India's bowlers
had restricted Zimba-
bwe to a modest total,
putting their batters
under pressure from the
outset. Zimbabwe man-
aged only 20 runs for
one wicket during the
powerplay and played
29 dot balls in the first
six overs, highlighting
their struggles against
India's bowling attack.
The 29 dot balls repre-
sented the second-high-
est tally by a team in
the first six overs of a
women's T20 inter-
national played in
India. India had

recorded 30 dot balls
against Pakistan in
Delhi in 2016 and
against South Africa in
Surat in 2019.
Reflecting on Zimba-
bwe's batting diffi-
culties, Nkomo
admitted that the team
needed a stronger start
during the powerplay to
build a competitive
foundation.

“The main difference
today was we didn't
have a good start in the
powerplay,” she said,
adding that a better be-
ginning would help the
middle order finish the
innings without expos-
ing the bowlers.
Despite the defeat,
Nkomo remained fo-
cused on learning from
India's approach and
improving her team's
performance in the
final T201.

She said Zimbabwe
hoped to adopt some of
India's aggressive bat-
ting methods and trans-
late those lessons into a
stronger performance in
the concluding match
of the series.
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Tank Bund Dazzles as Thousands Celebrate
Saddula Bathukamma in Hyderabad

flowers folk art fireworks mark saddula bathukamma

HYDERABAD
Wakeup telangana

Tank Bund transformed
into a vibrant spectacle
on Sunday evening as
thousands of women
celebrated Saddula Bath-
ukamma, the grand fi-
nale of Telangana’s
nine-day floral festival,
with colourful floral ar-
rangements, traditional
dances and cultural per-
formances.

Women carried beauti-

fully decorated Bath-
ukammas in a procession
from the Martyrs’ Me-
morial to Bathukamma
Ghat, where the celebra-
tions culminated in the
traditional immersion
ceremony. Around 1,000
Bathukammas partici-
pated in the procession.
Nearly 700 folk artistes
entertained the gathering
with traditional perform-
ances, including Perini,
Gusadi, Oggu Dolu and
Dappu. A laser show and

fireworks added to the
festive atmosphere.

The Hyderabad Metro-
politan Development
Authority (HMDA) or-
ganised a Bathukamma
Carnival featuring stalls
showcasing Telangana’s
cuisine, handicrafts,
handlooms, jewellery
and traditional products.
Cultural programmes,
including Oggu Katha
and Chindu Bhagava-
tam, were among the
major attractions.

' 1.

The festive spirit ex-
tended across the city.
Union Minister G.
Kishan Reddy unveiled a
72-foot floral Bath-
ukamma at Amberpet
Municipal Grounds on
Saturday in the presence
of Governor Shiv Pratap
Shukla.

Earlier, Malla Reddy
Group of Universities or-
ganised celebrations fea-
turing a 65-foot
Bathukamma, attracting
more than 25,000 girl

Telangana’s cultural
pride also resonated in-
ternationally, with Te-
lugu communities in
Dubai and Malaysia
celebrating the festival
through events organised
by diaspora associations.
Traffic diversions and
designated parking ar-
rangements were imple-
mented around Tank
Bund and Necklace
Road to manage the
large crowds.

Hyderabad zoo sees record turnout as
families throng during Dasara break

HYDERABAD
Wakeup telangana

With the Dasara vacation
underway, families are
flocking to Nehru Zoologi-
cal Park here to see their
favourite animals. The zoo
recorded 20,483 visitors on
Sunday, marking the high-
est footfall of the current
holiday season. It usually
attracts large crowds dur-
ing the summer vacation.
To manage the rush, the
700 has opened additional
ticket counters to facilitate
bookings. Extra security
guards have also been de-
ployed across the premises
to prevent any untoward
incidents.

According to zoo officials,
the frequency of train

(® 9966806010

rides, safaris and battery-
operated vehicle services
has been increased to im-
prove the visitor experi-
ence.

The zoo currently houses
2,178 animals across four
groups, including 498
mammals, 1,352 birds, 320
reptiles and eight amphib-
ians. It recently added
mandrills to its collection
under an animal exchange
programme with Jamshed-
pur Zoo. In exchange,
Nehru Zoological Park
gave a pair of African lions
to the Jamshedpur zoo.

Last year, the zoo intro-
duced three zebras brought
from the Radha Krishna
Trust in Jamnagar, Gujarat.
The animals returned to
Hyderabad zoo after a gap
of 37 years.

(® 9966228274
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BRS serves legal notices on Velugu over KCR-farmhouse report

HYDERABAD
Wakeup telangana

The Bharat Rashtra Sami-
thi (BRS) has served legal
notices on the manage-
ment and editor of Telugu
daily Velugu, demanding
the withdrawal of a report
linking the diversion of
water from Kondapo-
chamma Sagar to the Er-
ravelli farm of BRS chief
and former Chief Minister
K Chandrashekhar Rao.
The party alleged that the
report was politically mo-
tivated and intended to
damage the reputation of
its leader and create
doubts among the public

about irrigation projects
developed during the pre-
vious BRS government.

The notices, issued by
BRS general secretary
and legal cell in-charge
Soma Bharat Kumar,
sought an unconditional
apology within 24 hours
over the report titled
‘KCR farmhouse-ku mal-
lina Kondapochamma’,
published on the news-
paper’s front page on Oc-
tober 17.

Questioning the basis of
the report, the BRS asked
whether official Irrigation
Department records had
been examined, canal
routes verified and the of-

ficials concerned con-
tacted before linking Kon-
dapochamma Sagar and
its canal network to
KCR’s agricultural land.
“Publishing sensational
allegations without veri-
fying facts or obtaining
official explanations is
contrary to journalistic
standards,” the party said.
The BRS accused the
newspaper of attempting
to discredit irrigation
projects undertaken by the
previous government for
political gain. It also
warned against using the
press as a platform for po-
litical propaganda under
the guise of press free-

dom.

The party said it re-
spected press freedom and
the media’s right to ques-
tion governments and po-
litical leaders, but
maintained that such free-
dom carried responsibility
and that allegations af-
fecting a person’s reputa-
tion must be supported by
evidence.

The legal notices de-
manded that Velugu with-
draw the report, provide
an explanation supported
by evidence and publish
an unconditional apology
to Chandrashekhar Rao
and the BRS.

HYDRAA, CMC, MMC cancel Monday’s
Prajavani citing administrative reasons

HYDERABAD
Wakeup telangana

The Cyberabad Municipal
Corporation (CMC), Mal-
kajgiri Municipal Corpora-
tion (MMC) and
Hyderabad Disaster Re-
sponse and Asset Protec-
tion Agency (HYDRAA)
have announced the can-
cellation of the Prajavani
public grievance pro-
gramme scheduled for
Monday, October 19.
According to separate offi-
cial statements issued by
the three agencies on
Sunday, the programme
has been cancelled due to
administrative reasons.
Prajavani provides a plat-
form for members of the

public to submit griev-
ances, petitions and rep-
resentations to the
concerned authorities re-
garding civic issues and
other public concerns.
With the cancellation, res-
idents who planned to at-
tend the programme have
been advised to resched-
ule their visits and plan
their submissions accord-
ingly.

Officials clarified that the
next Prajavani programme
is scheduled to take place
on Monday, October 26,
as per the regular sched-
ule.

The announcement
applies to the programmes
conducted by CMC, MMC
and HYDRAA.

Harish Rao alleges TOMCOM cheated unemployed youth in name of German jobs

HYDERABAD
Wakeup telangana

BRS Legislature Party
(BRSLP) deputy leader T
Harish Rao on Sunday ac-
cused the Congress gov-
ernment of turning the
State-run Telangana Over-
seas Manpower Company
(TOMCOM) into a racket
by allegedly exploiting
unemployed youth with
promises of jobs in Ger-
many.

He demanded a full re-
fund of the money col-
lected by TOMCOM and
Fairstreet India, compen-

sation for candidates’ fi-
nancial losses, interest
burden and mental agony,
and alternative employ-
ment for every affected
candidate.

He also sought an imme-
diate CID or judicial in-
quiry, criminal cases
against those responsible,
and a white paper detail-
ing the fees collected and
the number of actual over-
seas placements.

Citing multiple media re-
ports, the former Minister
said 70 to 75 candidates
from 15 districts had paid
Rs 4.10 lakh each. Their

total expenditure had re-
portedly approached Rs
4.5 lakh per candidate
after examination, insur-
ance and visa costs. Yet,
more than two years later,
none of the 24 candidates
who spoke to the media

could name a German em-
ployer who had inter-
viewed them, he claimed.
Harish Rao said farming
families had exhausted
years of savings, pledged
the gold of their mothers
and wives, and borrowed
money to meet the ex-
penses, relying on the
government’s promise of
overseas employment.
The families continued to
face interest payments, he
added.

He alleged that candi-
dates who cleared the B1-
level German language
examination were sub-

sequently asked to clear
the B2 level. Meanwhile,
the programme had pub-
licised that nine candi-
dates were ready to fly to
Germany, but none had
left, he claimed.

The BRSLP deputy
leader also questioned a
clause in the agreement
requiring disputes to be
pursued in a court in
Lucknow, more than
1,000 km away. He said
responses to Right to In-
formation (RTI) queries
seeking TOMCOM’s ac-
tual placement figures had
not been provided within

the statutory deadline.

Harish Rao criticised La-
bour Minister G Vivek
Venkataswamy for inau-
gurating a fresh TOM-
COM batch in June while,
he said, cases relating to
the programme remained
pending. He also ques-
tioned the Congress gov-
ernment’s promises of
two lakh jobs and a job
calendar.

“BRS will stand by the
affected families until
every rupee is returned
and those responsible are
held accountable,” he
said.
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